
_ ... fEMENT BY DR BERNARD OKOE BOYE (HON), MEMBER OF 
.PARLIAMENT FOR LEDZEKUKU CONSTITUENCY ON THE, "NO 
BED PHENOMENON IN HEALTH FACILITIES IN GHANA" 

Thank you, Rt. Hon. Speaker for the opportunity to bring to the attention of this 
honourable house, the issue of' 'NO BED" that dominates the reception of most 
hospitals in this countries, especially Accra, the capital city. 

Mr Speaker, many Ghanaians have once upon a time been turned away from 
Government Hospitals with the excuse that there is no bed for them to be put on 
even if the doctor decided to admit them. 

Mr. Speaker, it is a very frustrating, depressing and eerie Feeling to find yourself 
at a hospital with a relative or friend who is in a critical condition and be told in 
the face that" there is no bed" and worst of all to be informed that there was 
nothing that could. be done by the health worker to salvage the situation. 

Rt. Hon. Speaker, this statement has become necessary following an incident that 
happened in the early hours of Sunday: the 3rd of June 2018, just a little over a 
week ago. 

Rt Hon. Speaker, a citizen of this country by name Prince Anthony Opoku 
Acheampong, age 70 years, was rushed to the C and J medical centre in Accra 
for Emergency medical care after complaining of feeling unwell. The staff at the 
hospital sent this fellow citizen away to the Korle - Bu Teaching Hospital with 
the excuse that there was "NO BED" .. On reaching Korle Bu Teaching Hospital, 
another "NO BED", phrase was used to send this ailing man to the Karle Bu 
Polyclinic. Korle Bu P.olyclinic too referred to Ridge Hospital who directed this 
ailing man, his wife and son to the Police Hospital. Police Hospital Emergency 
staff too claimed they had no vacant bed so patient was .asked to go to Trust 
Hospital. 

Mr. Prince Anthony Opoku Aceampong , now the late Prince Anthony Opoku 
Acheampong, finally arrived at the LEKM:A Hospital by which time the vehicle 
carrying him had run out of fueL At the LEKMA Hospital, there was no bed to 
admit this sick man. The doctor on duty who was in his car was approached by 
the relatives and begged to intervene. The doctor allegedly claimed nothing could 
be done. Patient finally died at about 3 :30am, 2 and a half-hours after roaming 
health facilities in Accra. 

Rt. Hon. Speakers, many people in this country have experienced such difficult -. 
situation in Ghanaian hospitals .. Many have lost their lives to such avoidable. 
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• situation at our hospitals, As a practising physician, I find it very depressing and 
unfortunate to read and hear of such events, events that reduce the confidence of 
the public in healthcare professionals as well as the health delivery system in the 
country. Rt. Hon. Speaker I would like to take this opportunity to seek your 
indulgence by requesting that you refer this matter to the health .committee and 
the Committee on Defence and Interior, 

Rt. Hon. Speaker, this "no bed syndrome" is not only a public Health issue, it is 
a national security matter. This house is representative of the nation enough and 
legally empowered adequately to go into this matter and lead the way in finding 
a potent policy to address this' 'NO BED" problem. 

May the soul of the late Prince Anthony Opoku Acheampong, rest in Perfect 
Peace. 

Thank you. 
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